
Alpaca Fiber Fashions 
Amazing Threads 

Berroco, Inc. 
Brown Sheep Co. 
Frank Cuthbert  

Honey Hill Llamas 
Long Meadow Farm 

Hudson Talbott 
Scarecrow Farm 

Three Wise Women 
Trinity Weavers 

Thanks to our generous donors: 

Thanks to our wonderful volunteers: 

1st Sunday Spinners 
1st Ulster County Militia 

Apple Valley Wool Thrummers 
Geoff Benton 

Elmendorf Spinners 
Mary Ellen Ross 
Trinity Weavers 

Nicholas Umstead 
Katherine Weller 

Contact information for all our donors and vendors may  
be found online at www.FriendsofClermont.org 

Come see us again for 
The Hudson Bush Plant Sale 

on 
Saturday, June 6, 2009 

present 

Clermont State Historic Site 
and 

The Friends of Clermont 

Saturday, April 25th, 2009 

The Chancellor’s  
Sheep & Wool Showcase 



The Chancellor’s First Shearing Showcase 
 

 Chancellor Robert R. Livingston was an Enlightenment 
gentleman whose patriotic zeal lead him to experiment in 
scientific improvements to American life.  He believed that the 
hearty nature, quality mutton, and fine wool of the Merino would 
benefit both American consumers and farmers. 
 
 When the Chancellor imported four sheep from France in 
1802, American farmers were skeptical and paid only cut rates for 
the mixed-breed Merinos.  The Chancellor returned from France 
and bought back the sheep that had been sold from his flocks at 
prices that raised local eyebrows.  He also purchased more full-
blooded Merinos from France, and continued integrating them 
into his own flocks.  He finally published essays defending the 
breed’s value and held public shearings to prove their quality. 
 
 By 1809, his work had paid off—even the Chancellor’s 
15/16 lambs were selling for $125!  In 1810, he held a public 
shearing showcase that was described by Elkanah Watson: 

 
I attended his famous sheep-shearing, which attracted 
much attention and acquired subsequently great 
newspaper notoriety. . . the large company was 
entertained with the most elegant and sumptuous 
hospitality.  At a public sale on this occasion, sheep  
were bought with great avidity, at prices varying from 
fifty to one thousand dollars. . .there was an animated 
competition, and there were some earnest disputes for 
securing the purchase of select animals. . .  Dr. Mitchell 
gave as a toast, “the modern Argonautic expedition, 
whereby our Jason [the Chancellor] has enriched his 
country with the invaluable treasure of the golden fleece. 
 

 Now 200 years later, Merino wool continues to be 
valued for its softness and quality.  It can be found in yarns, 
clothing, and rugs and is still favored by artisans from 
many crafts. 
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River Auditorium  Bleaching Field 
   
   

   
   

   
   

   

   
   

  Herding Demo 
   12:45-1:15 
“A Bee in Bob’s Bonnet”   

A Lecture by Travis Bowman   

   

   
   

  Herding Demo 

   3:00-3:30 

Hudson Talbot Story Time   

3:30-4:00   

   

Ongoing Activities and Demonstrations 
Organization  Skill   
Clermont   Kids Tee-Shirt 
      Stamping           
    Learn to Knit          
Katherine Weller  Historic Dyes  & Dyeing         
Clermont   Silent Auction         
 



 Schedule of Events and Activities 
 Croquet Yard  Performance Tent 

11:00    

    

11:30 Shearing Demonstration   

  11:30-12:00   

12:00   18th Century Sheep Trial 

    12:00-12:30 

12:30 Shearing Demonstration   

 12:30-1:00  Irish Country Music & Dancing 

1:00    12:45-1:30 

    

1:30   18th Century Sheep Trial 

    1:30-2:00 

2:00   Irish Country Music & Dancing 

    2:00-2:45 

2:30     

 Shearing Demonstration   

3:00  2:45-3:15   

    

3:30    

    

4:00   Silent Auction Closes 

Ongoing Activities and Demonstrations 
Organization  Skill    
1st Sunday Spinners Spinning   
1st Ulster County Militia Historic Wool Spinning  
Apple Valley Wool 
     Thrummers  Rug Hooking   
Elemendorf Spinners Wool Spinning           
Trinity Weavers  Hand Weaving 

Participating Vendors 
 

1. Rainbow Sheep Shoppe 
(845) 533-0152  
www.rainbowsheepshoppe.com 

2.   Go-Monkey Designs 
(845) 532-4999 

3.   Year Round Yarns  
(518) 758-9799 

4.   Long Meadow Farm 
(716) 492-1021 

5. Weston Hill Farm        
(518) 797-9769 

6.   Ginger Hill Farm 
(845) 943-6566 

7. Melissa Jean Designs 
 (315) 673-0706 

www.MelissaJean.net 
8. Honey Hill Llamas 
 HoneyHillLlamas.com 
 (413) 528-1343 
10. Scarecrow Farm Gift Shop 

(518) 851-9898 
12. Blackberry Hill Farm 

(518) 851-7661 
13.  Alpaca Fiber Fashions 

(845) 868-7825  
www.AlpacaFiberFashions.com 

14. 1st Sunday Spinners 
 Wool spinning Demonstration 
15.  Apple Valley Wool  
 Thrummers 
 Rug Hooking Demonstration 
16. 1st Ulster County Militia 
 18th Century Wool Processing 

Demonstration 
17.  Hudson Valley                 

Sheep & Wool Co. 
(845) 758-3130 
www.hudsonValleySheepand 
WoolCo.com 

18.  Amazing Threads 
(845) 336-5322  
www.amazingthreads.com 

19.  Clove Valley Soapworks 
(845) 546-5647 

20.  Three Wise Women 
(845) 657-8409 

 
 
21. Germantown Sportsmen's 

Club 
22. The Shepherd's Cloak 

(518) 944-1164 
www.theshepherdscloak.com 

23.  Cinnamon Roasted Nuts, Co. 
(315) 533-1229  
www.cinnamonroastednutsco. 
com 

24.  Elmendorf Spinners 
25. Trinity Weavers 
26.  Turose 

(518) 672-0183   
www.turose.org 

27. The Year of the Goat  
(845) 750-0053 
www.YearoftheGoat.etsy.com  
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